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GSA celebrates 1 billion Galileo smartphone users 

The estimated number of Galileo-enabled smartphones in use has reached one billion. This 

significant milestone has been achieved in the week when the European GNSS Agency (GSA), 

responsible for operation of the Galileo programme, celebrates its 15th anniversary, making 

this a memorable week for the Agency. 

This is a truly historic moment for the Galileo programme. BQ pioneered Galileo use in 

smartphones with its Aquaris X5 Plus back in July 2016. Since then, market uptake of Galileo-

enabled smartphones has been rapid as other manufacturers were quick to embrace the 

opportunities that Galileo offers, and there are currently 156 Galileo-enabled smartphone 

models available on the market. The ‘1 billion users’ milestone is based on the number of 

smartphones using Galileo sold across the world. The actual number of Galileo users around 

the world is much larger. You can track which devices, including smartphones, are Galileo-

enabled on the UseGalileo.eu site. 

Today 95% of companies that produce smartphone chips for satellite navigation make chips 

that enable Galileo. According to figures in the latest GSA GNSS Market Report, which is to be 

published soon, global annual GNSS receiver shipments are forecast to grow continuously 

across the next decade, from 1.8 bln units in 2019 to 2.7 bln units in 2029. Most of these 

shipments are for receivers costing less than €5, and 90% of receivers in this price segment are 

used in smartphones and wearables. 

Truly European effort 

Ahead of a special event to mark the occasion, to be held at the GSA’s headquarters in Prague 

on September 10, Elżbieta Bieńkowska, Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs, said: “Galileo is now providing high quality timing and navigation 

services to 1 billion smartphone users globally. This has been made possible by a truly 

European effort to build the most accurate navigation system in the world, with the support 

and dedication of the GSA. I am confident that our space industry will continue to thrive with 

more work, ideas and investment under the new EU Space Programme.” 

GSA Executive Director Carlo des Dorides said: “One billion smartphone users is a significant 

milestone and a major achievement for the Galileo programme and for the GSA. The GSA has 

worked tirelessly to build bridges with research and industry and create a strong community of 

service providers who trust Galileo and understand the technological innovation opportunities 

it brings. Chipset and receiver manufacturers in particular have been quick to leverage Galileo’s 

outstanding performance. These manufacturers believed in Galileo from the beginning, when 

Prague, September 9, 2019 

https://www.usegalileo.eu/EN/
https://www.gsa.europa.eu/market/market-report
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Galileo was still an idea, and invested in the technology. It is thanks to them and the unique 

blend of expertise and knowledge of the GSA team that we are now celebrating 1 billion 

Galileo-enabled smartphones.” 

About Galileo 

Galileo is Europe’s Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS), providing improved positioning 

and timing information with significant positive implications for many European services and 

users. Galileo aims to ensure Europe's independence from other satellite navigation systems 

and its strategic autonomy in satellite navigation. Europe's autonomy in this sector will boost 

the European job market, help the EU step up its role as a security and defence provider, and 

support emerging technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, drones, automated mobility and 

the Internet of Things. 

About the European GNSS Agency (GSA) 

As an official European Union Regulatory Agency, the European GNSS Agency (GSA) manages 

public interests related to European GNSS programmes. The GSA’s mission is to support 

European Union objectives and achieve the highest return on European GNSS investment, in 

terms of benefits to users and economic growth and competitiveness. 

For more information, visit the GSA website. 
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