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CLARIFICATION NO. 5 FROM THE GSA 

Question 15: May I ask you what the difference is between "Applicability" and "Compliance" in 

the SAL document? 

Answer: In light of Annex I.G – Compliance Matrix to the Security Aspects Letter (SAL), applicabil-

ity will describe whether the specific requirement/statement is applicable to the organisation at 

hand, namely if the fact is pertinent under the presented scenario.  

Therefore, in a case where a tenderer will never handle any situation in which such requirement 

is applicable (e.g. inside the consortium the tenderer shall only handle unclassified material), the 

tenderer shall indicate that the requirement is “Not Applicable”.  

Concerning “Compliance”, under the scope of Annex I.G, please find below a list of possible an-

swers:  

 Compliant: requirement is applicable and the tenderer has all the process / equipment / 
certificates / etc. to fulfil the requirement; 

 Non-compliant: requirement is applicable but the tenderer does not have processes / 
equipment / certificates / etc. to fulfil the requirement; 

 n/a: requirement is not applicable for the economic operator in question. In this case a 
reasoning should be provided in the “Comments” section of the matrix supporting the non-
applicability – further reasoning can be provided in additional data annexed and clearly ref-
erenced to in the “Comments” section.  

 

Please mind that submission of a fully compliant submission of the Matrix to the Security As-

pects Letters (SAL) is condition for signature of the Framework Contract – while for a reasoned 

“non applicability” the answer regarding compliance should be “n/a”. 
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