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CLARIFICATION NO. 7 FROM THE GSA 

 

Relating to Procurement Procedure GSA/OP/20/14 “FRAME - Framing the definition and develop-

ment of new PRS use cases based on innovative technologies” 

 

Question 16: Under the Tender Specifications, concerning the FRAME procedure it is requested 

that a Daily Travel and Subsistence Allowance be calculated. Can GSA please clarify its intention 

for this rate, is it a requirement of our response that only multiples of this stated rate may be 

used to declare travel and subsistence costs? The GSA has indicated this rate (the Daily Travel 

and Subsistence Allowance) shall include transport, subsistence and one overnight stay for a sin-

gle person. In the cases where trips span multiple days this model becomes inefficient as the 

transport costs are only incurred once. Furthermore, an aggregate rate for all travel does not 

account for the range of potential meeting locations (e.g. with User Communities under WP2) 

and the different geographical locations of our team, which would also result in this single rate 

pricing model being inefficient for GSA. We therefore propose to calculate our T&S on a per trip 

basis, through an estimate of the expected transport costs for the proposed meeting location 

and based on EU Staff Regulations policy for hotel and subsistence allowances. Can GSA please 

confirm it is content with this proposed alternative approach and therefore indicate what is re-

quired to be completed in the ‘Daily Travel Subsistence Allowance’ Daily Rate field in the pricing 

table? 

Answer: The GSA continues to require the quotation of a fixed Daily Travel Subsistence Allowance 
rate, serving two purposes: (i) to maintain comparability between price quotations submitted by 
tenderers and (ii) to cap potential reimbursements of overall travel costs and reimbursements in 
the Framework Contract and also for specific contracts per person/day.  
 
Thus, deviations from the requested quotations cannot be accepted and shall be considered as 
non-compliant, resulting in the rejection of the tender. 
 
The Daily Travel Subsistence Allowance rate will serve as the overall maximum amount for reim-
bursement of travel costs per person/day under the contract. 
 
For clarity, the GSA would like to indicate that the reimbursement of travel and accommodation 
costs will be subject to the provisions of the Draft Framework Contract (i.e. upon the production of 
supporting documents), whereas for the reimbursement of the daily subsistence allowance and the 
ceilings of hotel prices rates stated in the table of Annex VII, Article 13 of the Staff Regulations1 
shall apply. Tenderers are therefore invited to take these rates into consideration when calculating 
their Daily Travel Subsistence Allowance rate which will serve as the overall maximum amount for 
reimbursement of travel costs per person/day under the contract. 
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1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1962R0031:20140101:en:PDF  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CONSLEG:1962R0031:20140101:en:PDF

