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Sustainable management of resources policy context: an overview   

Policy Instruments with legal character

• Common Fisheries Policy Regulation + 
Technical Measures Regulation + 
Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems 
implementing regulation 

• Marine Strategy Framework Directive

• Marine Spatial Planning Directive

• Water Framework Directive 

• Habitats & Birds Directives

All with direct implications for management of 
marine living resources, including productivity, 
seafood markets, healthy seafood, quality of 

water in general & for activities as aquaculture, 
protection of species & stocks, availability of 
appropriate space & interactions with other 

activities
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Policy Instruments under development

• Fisheries Action Plan

• Nature Restoration Law

• Ocean Observation initiative
There are certainly more…



Common Fisheries Policy Regulation

Reformed in 2013, the CFP is currently featuring:

• attention to environmental, economic and social dimensions of fisheries

• fish stock management at maximum sustainable yield for all managed stocks

• introduction of a landing obligation

• application of multiannual plans (MAPs) to manage fisheries in different sea basins

• regionalisation to allow MS to propose detailed measures, which the Commission can then adopt

• fleet capacity ceilings with obligation for balance between fishing capacity and opportunities

• Includes aquaculture, but not with exclusive competency
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Technical Measures Regulation

The technical measures regulation came into force in 2019.

MS with fisheries interest in a sea basin can agree on regional technical measures. They can then 
be adopted as EU secondary legislation, if confirmed by scientists to be consistent with the 
objectives of the Common Fisheries Policy.
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Vulnerable marine ecosystems

Regulation establishing rules for MS fishing vessels when bottom fishing for deep-sea stocks in the 
north-east Atlantic, including international waters (relevant to International Ocean Governance).
Very recently, in 15th September 2022, the EC announced further protection of 87 vulnerable 
marine ecosystems near the Atlantic coasts of France, Ireland, Portugal and Spain, based on 
relevant scientific advice.
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Action plan to conserve fisheries resources and protect marine 

ecosystems• Part of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

• Selective measures to limit the use of fishing gear most harmful to biodiversity

• Reconcile the use of bottom-contacting fishing gear with biodiversity goals, in a fair and just 
way for all

• Support through EMFAF the transition to more selective and less damaging fishing techniques 

• Linked to the Technical Measures Regulation to put forward concrete recommendations 

• Linked to other Biodiversity Strategy actions and to environmental legislation, as the Birds, 
Habitats and Marine Strategy Framework Directives. 

• Knowledge based. Aimed in wide stakeholder consensus & gradual implementation.



Marine Strategy Framework Directive

The aim is to protect effectively the marine environment across Europe and achieve Good Environmental 
Status. 

The overall aim is directly related to 
protecting marine biodiversity including 
fish stocks and maintaining the good 
quality of marine waters (relevant for 
aquaculture & fisheries) and human 
health.



Marine Spatial Planning Directive

“Through their maritime spatial plans, MS shall contribute to the sustainable development of […] the 
fisheries and aquaculture sectors, and to the preservation, protection and improvement of the 
environment, […].” Fishing areas, aquaculture areas as well as nature and species conservation sites 
and protected areas, are among the types of uses to be reported through the MS marine spatial plans.  
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Habitats Directive

It ensures the conservation of a wide range of rare, threatened or endemic animal and plant species.

It lists 9 marine habitat types and 16 species for which marine site designation is required 
(exempting birds). At the end of 2018, more than 3150 marine Natura 2000 sites have been 
designated, covering almost 10% of the total EU marine area. 
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Biodiversity Strategy 2030

The Mission Ocean 
aims to specifically 
support most of 
these targets 
related to marine 
biodiversity 



Blue Economy Communication
All blue economy sectors, including fisheries and aquaculture, will have to reduce their environmental 
and climate impact. Tackling the climate and biodiversity crises requires healthy seas and a sustainable 
use of their resources to create alternatives to fossil fuels and traditional food production. 

Transitioning will encourage innovation:  Wave- and tidal energy, algae production, development of 
innovative fishing gear and restoration of marine ecosystems will create new green jobs and businesses 
in the blue economy.

Preserving marine biodiversity, by protecting 30% of EU marine waters is a key goal. 
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Aquaculture guidelines

• EU aquaculture as a sector that supplies nutritious and healthy food 

• with a low environmental and climate footprint

• creates economic opportunities and jobs

• becomes a global reference for sustainability and quality

• increasing knowledge and innovation in the sector

Water quality of paramount 
importance

Related to all biodiversity 
policy instruments 



Sustainable management of resources policy context

• Only some of the key policy frameworks presented
• Some areas seem overlapping but this is necessary: instead of overlapping we should see it as 

attaching the same policy challenges from multiple angles
• Blue Economy is based on Marine Biodiversity and health of the marine environment
• Need to ensure harmonisation of goals and actions between policies
• Need to achieve and maintain trust and buy-in of stakeholders that will implement this policy 

framework
• Need to build further the marine knowledge base
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Ocean Observation initiative

• Ensure transparency and collectiveness to the Ocean Observation collected by the MS

• Ensure common approaches and synergies, collaboration opportunities

• Less gaps, less overlaps

• Collect once, use multiple times from many users

• Marine biodiversity: expensive monitoring, more synergies will increase knowledge base
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Marine Knowledge

Marine Knowledge to support this policy context and help 
optimise it through new and innovative approaches as the EU 

Digital Twin Ocean



Thank you 


